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gress. In 1782 the conditions changed. North's government
disappeared and the Rockingham government that succeeded
it contained the two English statesmen who were most
friendly to the popular movement in Ireland, Burke, who
never forgot that he was an Irishman, and Fox, who had
formed an attachment with Grattan and admired warmly
his general aim and his great gifts, whilst Rockingham
himself was a close friend of Charlemont the leader of the
volunteers. The circumstances under which the new Govern-
ment took office were critical and delicate. The last letters
written by Carlisle, who had as Viceroy since December 1780
shown a great deal more insight and judgment than his
predecessor, laid stress on the overwhelming antagonism in
Ireland to the doctrine of British supremacy. Grattan had
moved an address in February 1782 declaring the Inde-
pendence of the Irish legislature, and though a motion for
postponing the question had been carried, It was well known
that he had the whole body of Irish opinion at his back.
Grand juries in almost every county had passed resolutions
asserting the right of Ireland to legislative independence,
and the great meeting of the Ulster volunteers had resolved
unanimously on i$th February that "a claim of any body
of men other than the King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland
to make laws to bind this kingdom is unconstitutional, illegal,
and a grievance." Grattan was to bring forward his motion
again in April, and Carlisle wrote to Hillsborough towards
the end of March, " I have in former letters observed to
your lordship that my Government on every other point has
the support of a most respectable and very large majority,
and even resisted this particular question In several shapes
In the course of the present session, but that under the
universal eagerness which has taken place through the
kingdom to have this claim decided, I cannot expect
the friends of administration to sacrifice for ever their
weight among their countrymen by a resistance which
would possibly lead to serious consequences."
Grattan was to move his declaration on i6th April; the